
American History 11R



Why Colonize Americas?

• Fall of Spanish Armada in 1588 opened North 

Atlantic to English expansion 

• Changes in English economy 

– Rise of merchant class provide business leadership 

and wealth for colonial investment. 

• Protestant Reformation 

– America was seen as a 

desirable haven for 

Puritans, Catholics, and Quakers



Development of Republican 

Government

• England

– Magna Carta 

–1215

– English Bill 

of Rights –

1688



European Enlightenment

• Locke
– Government is a contract between the ruler and those he rules

– People have rights of life/property/liberty or freedom

– People have the right to rebel against rulers who do not 

protect their rights.

• Montesquieu
– People must elect good representatives to serve the 

community

– Believed in the division of power;  separate branches keep 

one branch from becoming too powerful: Branches can check 

and balance each others’ powers

• Voltaire
– Defended person’s right to free speech, free press, free 

religion and felt the government should respect this freedom



Early American 

Colonies
• Jamestown, Virginia – 1607

– Provided model for further economic investment in 

America.

• Large Plantations, need for cheap labor (slavery)

– First representative self-government (House of 

Burgesses - 1619)

• Pilgrims arrived at Plymouth in 1620 on 

Mayflower

– Mayflower Compact - first document of self-

government in America. 



Virginia House of Burgesses

• Two citizens or burgesses from each of 

Virginia’s eleven districts.

• Claimed authority to raise taxes and make 

laws.

• Represented a limited constituency, only 

white males.

• Contributed to the development of 

representative government.



The Mayflower 

Compact

• Before leaving ship, because Pilgrims off course, 

signed compact or agreement to create a civil 

government and pledged loyalty to the king.

• Purpose of government to frame “just and equal 

laws … for the general good of the colony.”

• Laws approved by the majority would be binding 

for all.

• Landmark of democratic government.



Slave Trade
• Mercantilism – Colonies benefit the mother country

• Native American’s decimated by disease

• African slaves used to fill need for cheap labor in 

South.

• Often bought over by Northern merchants on their 

trade ships.



Triangular Trade
• Merchants carry rum and other goods from New 

England to Africa

• Africa traded slaves for this merchandise, who 

were sent to West Indies

• Sold slave for sugar and molasses which was sent 

to New England to 

be distilled into rum.



Salutary Neglect 

• Following Glorious Revolution, English 

Parliament passed stronger Navigation Acts

• However, England relaxed its enforcement of 

regulations in return for the continued economic 

loyalty of the colonies.

– Raw materials to England

– Keep buying English goods in Colonies

• Helped colonies develop greater taste for self 

government



Peter Zenger’s Trial

• German printer Peter Zenger, begins to 
publish New York Weekly Journal in 1733.

• Accused of “libel” by the governor of New 
York in 1735 because of articles published by 
his journal which were true.

• The jury acquits Zenger after a short period 
of deliberation 

• Landmark on America's path to protection 
for freedom of speech



Albany Plan of Union

• Proposed by Benjamin Franklin in 1755

• Northern colonies and representatives from the 

Six Iroquois Nations meet in Albany.

• Joint colonial council to address the defense 

issues.

• First attempt to get the colonies to work together 

on issues and act as one.

• British government feared such an agreement 

and its inability to control the colonies.


